Dominion  Prohibition  and 
the  Dominion  Elections 


THE  UNDERSIGNED  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
THE  DOMINION  ALLIANCE  FOR  THE  TOTAL  SUP- 
PRESSION OF  THE  LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  DESIRE  TO 
SET  BEFORE  THE  PEOPLE  OF  CANADA  THE 
PRESENT  PROHIBITION  SITUATION  AND 
TO  URGE  THE  PARAMOUNTCY 
OF  THIS  ISSUE 


“We  believe  that  National  solidarity  and  inter- 
provincial  comity  would  be  aided  by  the  enactment  of  a Do- 
minion-wide  law  prohibiting  the  manufacture,  importation, 
exportation,  and  interprovincial  transportation  and  sale,  of 
intoxicating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes,  and  would  respect- 
fully request  the  Dominion  Government  to  introduce  and  for- 
ward the  enactment  of  such  legislation.” 

The  above  was  the  request  made  by  a large  and  influential  depu- 
tation on  behalf  of  the  prohibitionists  of  Canada  to  the  present 
government  of  Canada  at  the  first  session  of  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment following  the  last  general  election. 


The  principle  of  national  prohibition  has  been  repeatedly  ap- 
proved by  the  Dominion  House  of  Commons  itself,  which,  by  an 
overwhelming  majority,  has  declared : 

“That  this  House  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  right  and 
most  effectual  legislative  remedy  for  these  evils  is  to  be  found 
in  the  enactment  and  enforcement  of  a law  prohibiting  the 
importation,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  for 
beverage  purposes.” 


If  past  i)arliarncnts  were  right  in  so  affirming,  and  prohibition- 
ists right  in  so  asking,  our  next  parliament  will  not  go  wrong  in  im- 
plementing these  declarations  and  requests  by  legislation. 


A National  Evil  Requires  a Nation-Wide  Remedy. 
Experience  Has  Conclusively  Shown  That  Provincial 
Forms  of  Prohibition  Cannot  be  Made  Safe  or  Fully  Ef- 
fective in  any  Province  in  Canada  While  Alcoholic  Bever- 
ages are  Legally  Trafficed  in,  Manufactured  Within,  or 
Imported  Into,  Other  Provinces  of  Canada. 

There  would  be  less  danger  of  inter-provincial  ill-will  and  friction  from 
the  operation  of  a thorough-going  prohibitory  law  applying  uniformly  to  all 
provinces  than  through  the  existing  condition  by  which  laws  approved  in  some 
of  the  provinces  are  being  vitiated,  and  their  good  effects  to  an  extent  nullified,, 
through  the  operation  of  the  liquor  traffic,  in  divers  forms,  in  other  provinces. 
The  present  sectional  system  is  divisive  and  disturbing,  nor  will  the  extension 
and  exercise  of  provincial  autonomy  solve  the  problem.  A national  disease 
cannot  be  cured  by  simply  seeking  to  localize  the  infection. 

Canada  is  a nation.  Let  us  think  and  act  nationally.  The  people  of 
Canada  seek  not  simply  the  local  emelioration  of  present  conditions,  but  the 
solution  of  this  great  problem. 

Why  should  any  province  or  provinces  be  ruled  out  of  Confederation  in 
regard  to  prohibitory  legislation  any  more  than  in  regard  to  legislation  dealing 
with  the  tariff  or  immigration  or  taxation? 

At  Mt.  Rev.  P.  E.  Roy,  Archbishop  of  Quebec  and  successor  to  Cardinal 
Begin  as  ecclesiastical  head  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Canada,  has 
saidi 

“The  Parliament  at  Ottawa  will  meet  the  wishes  of  the  very  large  majority 
of  the  Canadian  people  if  it  places  the  whole  country  under  the  beneficent 
regime  of  prohibition.” 

Prohibition  Sentiment  in  Canada  is  Not  Ephemeral. 
It  is  the  Result  of  Years  of  Education  Strengthened  by 
Experience.  National  Prohibitory  Legislation  Has  Not 
Kept  Pace  With  Public  Opinion.  Canadians  To-day  De- 
sire More  Practical  and  Progressive  Measures. 

Canada  has  earned  a world  reputation  for  sobriety,  morality,  and  progres- 
siveness. Even  the  action  taken  in  some  provinces  to  substitute  forms  of  gov- 
ernment sale  of  liquor  for  the  prohibitory  laws  that  formerly  obtained,  was  due 
to  the  desire  of  the  people  in  these  provinces  for  better  conditions.  The  dis- 
satisfaction was  not  because  of  what  the  laws  repealed  did,  but  because  of  what 
went  on  in  spite  of  them;  not  because  they  were  too  strongly  prohibitive,  but 
because  they  were  not  prohibitive  enough.  The  lack  was  complementary  federal 
legislation. 

The  declension  of  our  provincial  prohibitory  legislation  must  be 
stopped.  Ground  lost  in  these  provinces  must  be  regained,  but, 
lation  must  be  stopped.  Ground  lost  in  these  provinces  must  be  regained,  but, 
co-incident  with  campaigns  provincially,  there  must  be  united  effort  to 
secure  necessary  federal  laws.  The  enactment,  or  the  assurance  of  the  enact- 
ment, of  such  laws  by  Dominion  Parliament  would  be  invaluable  in  any  cam- 
paign to  retain  or  re-establish  provincial  prohibition. 


It  is  Time  We  Went  to  the  Very  Root  of  the  Matter 
and  Cut  off  the  Sources  of  Supply  by  Stopping  the  Manu- 
facture of  Alcoholic  Beverages  Within  or  Importation  of 
Liquor  into  Canada.  Nor  Should  Liquor  be  Permitted 
to  be  Shipped  Between  Provinces  Except  by  or  to  Persons 
Authorized  by  Their  Respective  (Government  Either  to 
Ship  or  Receive  the  Same,  and  for  Provincially  Permitted 
Purposes. 

Canada  is  primarily  a food-producing  country;  intoxicating  liquor  can  be 
made  only  by  food  destruction.  The  product  of  Canadian  soil  should  not  be 
misused  by  conversion  into  a baleful  liquid  poison,  thus  defeating  the  benefi- 
cent purpose  of  the  Creator  and  Giver  of  every  good. 

Every  argument  which  applies  to  the  manufacture  within  Canada  applies 
to  bringing  of  intoxicats  in  from  other  lands. 

Further,  it  is  grossly  inconsistent  for  Canadians  to  ship  to  other  lands  that 
which  we  prohibit  as  hurtful  to  our  own  citizens.  No  principle  of  world  ethics 
can  justify  the  sending  of  a part  of  our  surplus  food  products  abroad  to  curse 
and  blight  humanity  when  it  might  bless  and  help,  nor  should  weaker  races  in 
the  other  countries  be  debauched  by  Canadian  whiskey. 

An  end  should  be  put  to  the  anomaly  by  which  federal  permission  inter- 
feres with  Provincial  Prohibition.  National  authorization  should  be  withheld 
from  any  act  that  conduces  to  the  violation  of  provincial  enactment. 

This  Present  Intolerable  Border  Situation  Outrages 
all  Canons  of  National  Honor  and  International  Courtesy, 
and  is  Frought  with  Grave  Domestic  Danger.  Immediate 
and  Decisive  Action  by  the  Dominion  Government  and 
Parliament,  in  Whom  Alone  is  Vested  the  Constitutional 
Power,  is  Imperatively  Needed. 

Canada  and  the  United  States  by  the  adoption  of  a treaty  “For  the  sup- 
pression of  smuggling  operations  along  the  international  boundary  between  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  United  tates  and  assisting  in  the  arrest  and  prose- 
cution of  persons  violating  the  narcotic  laws  of  either  government  and  for 
kindred  purposes,”  have  each  recognized  the  necessity  for  effective  action  to. 
end  rum-running  upon  our  border.  ' 

This  treaty  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes  and  furnishes  a splendid  start  in  ne- 
gotiations which  we  trust  will  be  carried  forward  and  result  in  the  arriving  at 
..n  even  more  effective  understanding. 

Border  rum-running  is  not  only  an  offence  against  a neighbor,  but  a chief 
source  of  supply  for  Canadian  bootleggers,  enabling  them  to  secure  their 
stock-in-trade  and  thus  defeat  the  purposes  of  the  electors  in  the  enacting  of 
prohibitive  legislation.  We  deprecate  the  fact  that  our  southern  frontier  is 
to-day  patrolled  by  armed  guards,  and  the  international  waterways  watched 
by  armed  vessels  found  necessary  by  a friendly  country  to  protect  itself  from 
the  marauding  incursions  of  organized  gangs  of  unscrupulous  bandits,  loyal  to 
no  country,  who,  using  Canadian  soil  as  a base  of  operations,  with  the  sanction 
of  Canadian  law,  under  the  protection  of  the  Canadian  flag,  and  with  the 
knowledge,  indeed  connivance,  of  Canadian  Government  officials,  are  carrying 
on  what  is  practically  a guerilla  warfare  against  that  friendly  neighbor  nation, 
and,  in  defiance  of  the  Government  and  constitution  of  that  country,  are  siding 
in  the  breaking  down  of  the  law  which  the  people  created  to  protect  themselves 
against  a great  evil. 


Prohibition  Will  Aid  our  Loved  Canada  in  Her  For- 
ward March  Towards  the  Uplands  of  Peace,  Prosperity, 
Happiness  and  Honor,  That  Can  Only  be  Reached  When 
There  is  Lifted  from  our  Citizenship  the  Handicap  of 
this  Blighting  Degenerating  Curse  of  Alcoholism. 

To  Canadians  has  come  a great  opportunity.  We  may  have  the  high  honor 
of  making  this  loved  land  of  ours  an  object  lesson  of  the  success  of  enforced 
prohibitory  law,  of  demonstrating  just  what  prohibition  can  and  will  do  in  a 
modern  democracy,  and  thus  affording  a helpful  example  to  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

With  opportunity  comes  obligation. 

This  obligation  is  peculiarly  ours  so  far  as  our  action  of  inaction  will  affect 
the  Motherland.  Great  Britain  looks  to  her  overseas  Dominions,  and  nothing 
would  more  vitally  influence  British  opinion  than  the  inspiration  and  example 
of  a prohibition  Canada. 

We  Cannot  and  will  not  get  one  Line  More  of  Pro- 
hibitory Legislation  from  the  next  Dominion  Parliament 
than  we  put  into  it  of  Prohibition  Principles  Embodied 
in  the  Men  we  now  Elect. 

Under  our  system  of  representative  government,  in  a general  election,  we 
choose  men  who  personify  our  ideals  and  davocate  the  ideas  which  we  desire 
should  be  paramount.  It  is  our  duty  therefore  to  raise  this  issue  now  and  to 
insist  that  every  candidate  of  any  party,  seeking  the  suffrage  of  Canadian 
citizens  at  this  time,  shall  declare  himself  so  that  all  will  know  where  he  stands 
regarding  Dominion  prohibition,  and  what  he  will  do  if  elected. 

We  would,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  prohibition  electors  of  Canada  and  urge, 
that  regardless  of  party  affiliation,  they  shall  work  and  vote  for  the  nomination 
of,  and  election  to,  the  Dominion  Parliament,  of  men  who  believe  in,  and  will, 
if  elected,  promote  the  enactment  of  a nation-wide  law  prohibiting  the  manu- 
facture, importation,  exportation  and  inter-provincial  transportation  and  sale 
M intoxicating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes. 

E Let  us  at  This  Time  Choose  Men  Who  Will  Set  Them- 
selves Whole-Heartedly  to  Work  Out  the  Solution  of  This 
Great  Problem  and  to  Free  Canada  from  an  Evil  that  has 
too  Long  Defied  and  Defiled  our  Christian  Civilization. 

J.H.  CARSON,  ^ SARA  ROWELL  WRIGHT, 

President.  Vice-President. 

BEN.  H.  SPENCE,  Secretary 

Issued  from  the  office  of  the  Council  of  the  Dominion  Alliance  for  the  Total 
Suppression  of  the  Liquor  Traffic,  24  Bloor  Street  East,  Toronto,  Canada. 


